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Iran’s unique geopolitical and geoeconomic position in Eurasia has placed the
country at the center of global transit routes. It is situated within the “strategic
energy ellipse,” between three major centers of energy consumption: the European
Union, China, and India. This pivotal position strengthens Iran’s potential to
become a “Eurasian logistics hub” through initiatives such as the International
North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
The main research question of this article is: How is Iran’s role in Eurasian energy
transit corridors defined, and how does this role contribute to strengthening the
country’s geopolitical power? In response, the central hypothesis is that the greater
Iran’s participation and role in Eurasian energy transit corridors, the greater its
geopolitical power and regional and international bargaining capacity will be.
This study aims to examine Iran’s role in Eurasian energy transit and analyze its
impact on the country’s geopolitical power through the theoretical framework of
the Copenhagen School. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
integrating data analysis with the perspective of international political economy.
The findings indicate that linking the economic interests and energy security of
consumer countries to Iran’s national security can enhance the country’s national
security. However, challenges such as international sanctions, inadequate domestic
infrastructure, and the emergence of competing corridors, including the Zangezur
Corridor and the India—Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), pose
serious threats to Iran’s comparative advantages and central role. Adopting an
interactive geoeconomic approach and pursuing active transit diplomacy are
therefore essential to revitalizing Iran’s geoenergy potential and addressing these
challenges.
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Introduction

In the twenty-first century, geopolitical power and national security have increasingly become intertwined with
geoeconomic factors, particularly energy transit and international connectivity. Owing to its strategic
geographical location, substantial oil and natural gas reserves, and proximity to major energy-producing and
consuming regions, Iran has the potential to play a significant role in Eurasian transit corridors. Initiatives such
as the International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC) and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) offer
opportunities to strengthen Iran’s regional connectivity and geopolitical influence. However, international
sanctions, infrastructure deficiencies, institutional coordination problems, and competition from alternative
corridors have constrained Iran’s ability to capitalize on these advantages. This study examines how Iran’s
participation in Eurasian energy transit corridors may contribute to its geopolitical power and national security.

Research Question
How is Iran’s role in Eurasian energy transit corridors defined, and how does this role affect the country’s
geopolitical power and national security?

Research Hypothesis

The greater Iran’s participation and role in Eurasian energy transit corridors, the greater its geopolitical power
and regional and international bargaining capacity, particularly through the creation of mutual economic and
energy-security dependencies.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical research method and draws on the international political economy
approach to examine the relationship between energy transit, geopolitical power, and national security. Its
theoretical framework is based on the Copenhagen School, particularly the Regional Security Complex Theory
and the concept of security interdependence. This framework is used to analyze how energy and transit
connections may link Iran’s security interests with those of regional and international actors.

Results and Discussion

The findings suggest that Iran’s geographical position and energy resources provide significant potential for
participation in major Eurasian transit networks, particularly the INSTC and the BRI. Greater involvement in
these corridors could strengthen Iran’s regional connectivity, expand its economic and diplomatic options, and
increase its bargaining capacity. Energy and transit cooperation may also create mutual dependencies that
connect Iran’s national security with the economic and energy-security interests of partner countries.
Nevertheless, these potential benefits are constrained by international sanctions, insufficient transport
infrastructure, institutional and customs-related obstacles, and competition from alternative routes, including the
Zangezur Corridor and the India—Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). Consequently, geographical
advantages alone are insufficient to guarantee geopolitical influence; effective infrastructure development,
coordinated policymaking, and active transit diplomacy are also essential.

Conclusion

Iran’s participation in Eurasian energy transit corridors has the potential to strengthen its geopolitical position,
enhance its bargaining capacity, and contribute to national security through greater regional connectivity and
security interdependence. However, realizing this potential requires addressing infrastructure and institutional
weaknesses, improving transit and customs procedures, strengthening pipeline and transport diplomacy, and
maintaining balanced relations with regional and global partners. An interactive geoeconomic strategy could
help Iran make more effective use of its geographical advantages and energy resources while responding to the
growing competition among Eurasian transit corridors.

Keywords
Iran, energy geopolitics, energy transit corridors, Eurasia, geopolitical power, national security, energy security,
Copenhagen School, International North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC), Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
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