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In the contemporary era, the use of radio, television, satellite broadcasting, and
social media as fast and easily accessible communication platforms has become a
social necessity and an inseparable part of everyday life. At the same time, media
have evolved into powerful instruments for disseminating diverse ideas,
ideologies, and political discourses across the globe. This study examines how
exposure to media messages influences the process of political socialization. It
argues that media exert a significant influence on political socialization patterns
by shaping values, beliefs, attitudes, and various dimensions of individuals’ social
and political behavior.

The findings indicate that, in Iran, the media have become one of the most
influential institutions affecting political awareness and public opinion. However,
inadequate or insufficient media literacy may lead individuals to misinterpret
political realities, accept distorted narratives, and develop inaccurate perceptions
of political issues. Therefore, media should be viewed as both an opportunity and
a potential source of risk, requiring audiences to develop a realistic and critical
understanding of the media environment.

Media literacy enables individuals to move beyond the passive and unquestioning
acceptance of media content toward a more critical, analytical, and truth-seeking
approach. By strengthening the ability to evaluate media messages, identify
hidden agendas, and distinguish reliable information from misinformation, media
literacy contributes to the development of informed and responsible citizens. In
the Iranian context, promoting media literacy through both formal and informal
educational systems can serve as an effective strategy for improving political
socialization, strengthening social capital, and encouraging informed civic
participation.

Conversely, weak media literacy reduces the quality of political socialization by
fostering superficial and unstable political attitudes, limiting critical thinking, and
increasing vulnerability to misinformation and media manipulation. Such
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deficiencies may have profound social and political consequences, including
weakened political trust, reduced civic engagement, and distorted public
perceptions of political reality.

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on documentary
analysis and library research to examine the relationship between media literacy
and political socialization in Iran. The findings emphasize that enhancing media
literacy should be considered a strategic priority for fostering political awareness,
strengthening democratic participation, and promoting a more informed and
critically engaged society.
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Introduction:

The rapid expansion of mass media, digital communication technologies, and social networking
platforms has fundamentally transformed the processes through which political knowledge, values, and
attitudes are formed in contemporary societies. Media are no longer limited to transmitting information;
they actively construct social and political realities through framing, agenda-setting, and repeated
representations of events. Consequently, media literacy has emerged as an essential competency that
enables individuals to access, analyze, evaluate, interpret, and critically engage with media messages.
In societies characterized by extensive media exposure, citizens who possess higher levels of media
literacy are better equipped to distinguish factual information from misinformation, identify ideological
biases, and resist manipulative narratives. Conversely, insufficient media literacy increases vulnerability
to propaganda, disinformation, emotional polarization, and distorted political perceptions.

Political socialization, as one of the fundamental concepts in political sociology, refers to the lifelong
process through which individuals acquire political values, beliefs, norms, identities, and patterns of
political participation. Traditionally, family, educational institutions, religious organizations, and peer
groups were regarded as the principal agents of political socialization. However, technological
developments and the emergence of digital media have substantially strengthened the role of media as
one of the most influential agents in shaping political culture and civic engagement.

In Iran, political socialization has evolved within a distinctive historical, religious, cultural, and
institutional context. Alongside formal institutions such as schools, universities, and national
broadcasting, digital media and social networking platforms have increasingly influenced citizens'
political awareness and attitudes. While these developments have expanded access to information and
diversified political discourse, they have also intensified challenges associated with misinformation,
conflicting narratives, ideological polarization, and declining public trust. Under such circumstances,
media literacy becomes a crucial factor in determining whether media contribute to informed political
participation or reinforce superficial and unstable political attitudes. This study therefore examines the
pathology of media literacy and its influence on political socialization in Iran by emphasizing the
opportunities and challenges generated by the contemporary media environment.

Research Question:

This study seeks to answer the following central question:

How does the pathology of media literacy influence the process of political socialization in
contemporary lran?

More specifically, the research investigates the mechanisms through which inadequate media literacy
affects citizens' political awareness, critical thinking, political participation, trust in political institutions,
and the overall quality of political socialization. Furthermore, it explores the interaction between
traditional media, digital platforms, and formal political institutions in shaping political attitudes and
examines how strengthening media literacy can improve democratic participation, political
responsibility, and social cohesion within Iranian society.
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Research Hypothesis:

The principal hypothesis of this research is that deficiencies in media literacy significantly weaken the
quality of political socialization in Iran. Individuals who lack sufficient media literacy skills are more
susceptible to media manipulation, misinformation, ideological framing, emotional persuasion, and
selective exposure to information. Consequently, they tend to develop superficial political knowledge,
unstable political attitudes, reduced critical thinking, and limited capacity to evaluate competing
political narratives objectively.

Conversely, improving media literacy strengthens citizens' analytical abilities, enhances critical
evaluation of media content, facilitates informed political participation, increases political awareness,
reinforces social trust, and contributes to the development of a more rational and participatory political
culture. Therefore, media literacy functions as an essential mediating variable between media exposure
and healthy political socialization.

Methodology:

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical research design based on documentary analysis and library
research. Data were collected through the systematic examination of Persian and international academic
literature addressing media literacy, political socialization, communication studies, political sociology,
and media effects. Existing empirical studies and theoretical contributions were reviewed to identify the
principal dimensions of media literacy pathology and its consequences for political socialization in Iran.
The primary theoretical framework of the research is George Gerbner's Cultivation Theory, which
argues that prolonged exposure to repetitive media messages gradually cultivates particular perceptions
of social and political reality. According to this perspective, continuous media representations shape
audiences' interpretations of political events and normalize specific ideological frameworks. In
conditions where media literacy is weak, audiences become increasingly vulnerable to accepting media-
generated realities without critical reflection.

To complement this explanation, the study also draws upon Anthony Giddens' Structuration Theory,
emphasizing the reciprocal relationship between social structures and human agency. Within this
framework, media literacy represents an important form of reflexive agency that enables individuals to
critically interpret media messages rather than merely reproducing dominant discourses.

Furthermore, Peter Burke's Identity Theory provides an additional analytical perspective by explaining
how media representations influence political identity formation. Media frequently construct competing
political identities and social roles; individuals with inadequate media literacy may internalize
contradictory representations without sufficient critical evaluation, thereby contributing to political
identity fragmentation and declining political trust.

Results and discussion:

The findings indicate that media have become one of the most influential institutions affecting political
socialization in Iran. The rapid expansion of digital communication technologies and social media has
significantly transformed traditional mechanisms through which political values and attitudes are
transmitted across generations.

The study demonstrates that inadequate media literacy contributes to several interrelated challenges.
First, it weakens individuals' ability to critically evaluate media content, increasing susceptibility to
misinformation, propaganda, emotional manipulation, and biased political narratives. Second,
insufficient media literacy reduces the capacity to distinguish between factual reporting and ideological
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representation, resulting in distorted perceptions of political reality. Third, continuous exposure to
repetitive media messages, as predicted by Cultivation Theory, gradually shapes individuals' political
worldview and may normalize one-dimensional understandings of political issues.

The research further reveals that Iran's educational system has not yet institutionalized comprehensive
media literacy education capable of preparing citizens for the complex contemporary information
environment. Differences in digital access, unequal media competencies, and varying levels of critical
thinking among different generations and social groups contribute to unequal political socialization
outcomes.

At the same time, the study emphasizes that media themselves are neither inherently beneficial nor
harmful. Their social and political consequences largely depend on citizens' analytical competencies and
critical engagement with media messages. Individuals possessing stronger media literacy are better able
to compare multiple information sources, identify hidden ideological assumptions, recognize fake news,
evaluate competing political narratives, and participate more responsibly in political life.
Consequently, enhancing media literacy has the potential to strengthen political awareness, increase
civic responsibility, improve social trust, reinforce political participation, and support the development
of a more informed and resilient political culture.

Conclusion:

The present study concludes that media literacy represents one of the fundamental prerequisites for
effective political socialization in contemporary Iranian society. As media increasingly shape political
knowledge, public opinion, and collective identities, citizens require advanced analytical skills to
critically evaluate the expanding volume of political information circulating through both traditional and
digital media.

The findings suggest that deficiencies in media literacy undermine political socialization by facilitating
misinformation, weakening critical thinking, encouraging passive media consumption, and reducing
citizens' capacity for informed political participation. Conversely, strengthening media literacy
contributes to political awareness, critical reasoning, democratic engagement, social cohesion, and
informed citizenship.

Accordingly, promoting media literacy through formal education, universities, public institutions, and
non-formal educational initiatives should become a strategic national priority. Developing
comprehensive educational programs that cultivate critical thinking, media analysis, fact-checking
skills, and responsible digital citizenship can significantly improve the quality of political socialization
and reinforce social capital in Iran. Ultimately, media literacy should be regarded not merely as a
communication skill but as a fundamental civic competence necessary for sustaining informed political
participation and strengthening the relationship between citizens, media, and political institutions in an
increasingly complex information society.

Key Words: Media Literacy; Political Socialization; Mass Media; Social Media; Cultivation Theory;
Political Culture; Critical Thinking; Media Pathology; Iran; Political Participation.
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