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Article type: The 12-day war in June 2025 between Israel and Iran, characterized by the
Research paper extensive use of offensive drones, artificial intelligence (Al) in autonomous

weapon guidance, and cyber operations, redefined the battlefield and posed
Received: December 28, fundamental challenges to Iran's national security. Relying on the theory of

2025 offensive neorealism, which emphasizes the maximization of military power in an
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2026 technologies such as drones and Al have transformed the regional balance of power
Accepted: March 23, and threaten Iran's security. The main hypothesis, based on the offensive neorealist
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redefining the battlefield based on offensive neorealism, Iran's security will be
weakened against future hybrid threats.Redefining the battlefield based on the logic
of offensive neorealism is not merely an option, but a necessity for survival and the
restoration of regional power capabilities.
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Introduction:

The rapid evolution of artificial intelligence (Al), autonomous drones, cyber warfare, and
intelligent command systems has fundamentally transformed the nature of modern warfare.
Contemporary conflicts are no longer confined to conventional military engagements; instead,
they increasingly integrate cyber operations, electronic warfare, psychological campaigns, and
Al-driven autonomous systems into a unified hybrid battlefield. The twelve-day war between
Israel and Iran in June 2025 represents one of the most significant examples of this
transformation. During this conflict, Israel extensively employed Al-assisted drones,
cyberattacks, intelligence superiority, and integrated information operations, demonstrating a
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new model of warfare in which algorithmic superiority became as important as conventional
military capabilities.

The conflict highlighted that future regional power competition will increasingly depend on
technological innovation rather than merely the quantity of military assets. The extensive use
of Al-enabled target recognition, autonomous decision support, precision-guided drone
operations, and cyber disruption challenged traditional concepts of deterrence and exposed new
vulnerabilities within national security systems.

For Iran, the war represented a strategic turning point. While conventional missile deterrence
remained an important component of national defense, the conflict revealed significant
challenges in cyber resilience, Al-enabled defense systems, layered air defense, and integrated
command-and-control capabilities. Consequently, understanding this conflict through an
appropriate theoretical framework becomes essential for explaining both Israel's technological
superiority and Iran's future security requirements.

This research therefore analyzes the transformation of the battlefield through the perspective of
Offensive Neorealism, arguing that emerging military technologies have become essential
instruments for maximizing relative power under conditions of international anarchy.

For Iran, the war represented a strategic turning point. While conventional missile deterrence
remained an important component of national defense, the conflict revealed significant
challenges in cyber resilience, Al-enabled defense systems, layered air defense, and integrated
command-and-control capabilities. Consequently, understanding this conflict through an
appropriate theoretical framework becomes essential for explaining both Israel's technological
superiority and Iran's future security requirements.

This research therefore analyzes the transformation of the battlefield through the perspective of
Offensive Neorealism, arguing that emerging military technologies have become essential
instruments for maximizing relative power under conditions of international anarchy.

Research Question:

This study seeks to answer the following central research question:

How have artificial intelligence, autonomous drones, cyber warfare, and hybrid military
operations transformed the regional balance of power during the 2025 twelve-day Iran—Israel
war, and what strategic implications do these developments have for Iran's national security
within the framework of Offensive Neorealism?

To address this question, the research also examines several subsidiary issues, including:

How Al-enhanced military technologies altered the operational characteristics of the battlefield;
Why Israel achieved significant technological superiority during the conflict;

How cyber operations and information warfare complemented conventional military actions;
What strategic lessons Iran should draw for redesigning its future defense doctrine.

Research Hypothesis:

The principal hypothesis argues that Israel's asymmetric exploitation of Al-enabled drones,
cyber warfare capabilities, intelligence superiority, and integrated hybrid operations
significantly strengthened its regional technological and military dominance. Within the logic
of Offensive Neorealism, such technological superiority represents an effort to maximize
relative power rather than merely ensure national security.

Accordingly, unless Iran rapidly accelerates the indigenous development of artificial
intelligence, autonomous drone technologies, cyber defense capabilities, integrated command-
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and-control systems, and network-centric warfare, the existing technological gap will gradually
undermine lIran's deterrence capability and increase its vulnerability in future regional conflicts.
The study further hypothesizes that future deterrence will increasingly depend upon
technological integration rather than quantitative military expansion. States capable of
combining Al, cyber operations, intelligence systems, and autonomous weapons into an
integrated operational ecosystem will enjoy substantial strategic advantages over competitors
relying primarily on conventional military assets.

Methodology:

This research employs a qualitative descriptive-analytical methodology based on document
analysis and a case study of the June 2025 twelve-day Iran—Israel war.

Primary data were collected through scientific articles, strategic reports, governmental
publications, think-tank analyses, and international media sources addressing Al warfare, drone
operations, cyber conflict, and regional security. Content analysis was conducted using a
combined deductive-inductive approach.

The theoretical foundation of the study is John Mearsheimer's Offensive Neorealism.
According to this perspective, the international system is fundamentally anarchic; states cannot
rely on external guarantees for their survival and therefore continuously seek to maximize their
relative power. Emerging military technologies—including Al, autonomous drones, cyber
capabilities, and electronic warfare—are interpreted not merely as technical innovations but as
structural instruments that enhance relative power within regional and international security
competition.

The analytical framework applies core concepts of Offensive Neorealism, including:
International anarchy;

Relative power maximization;

Self-help behavior;

Regional hegemonic competition;

Offensive military innovation.

The empirical findings are subsequently interpreted through these theoretical concepts to
explain both Israeli behavior during the conflict and Iran's strategic response.

Results and Discussion:

The findings demonstrate that the twelve-day war constituted one of the first large-scale
demonstrations of Al-centered hybrid warfare in the Middle East.

Israel successfully integrated Al-assisted drones, cyber operations, intelligence gathering,
electronic warfare, and information campaigns into a unified operational architecture. Rather
than relying solely on superior military hardware, Israeli forces benefited from algorithmic

decision- making, rapid intelligence processing, autonomous target identification, and network-
centric coordination.

The research indicates that Al substantially reduced operational decision time while increasing
targeting precision. Cyber operations simultaneously disrupted portions of Iran's critical
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infrastructure and complicated defensive coordination. Information warfare and psychological
operations further amplified military effects by influencing public perception and strategic
communication.

From the perspective of Offensive Neorealism, these developments illustrate how technological
innovation has become an essential instrument for maximizing relative power under conditions
of regional competition.

The study also identifies several strategic weaknesses within Iran's defense posture, including
limited integration between cyber defense and conventional military systems, insufficient Al-
enabled command-and-control capabilities, inadequate layered protection against small
autonomous drones, and the absence of a comprehensive Al-centered defense ecosystem.

The analysis suggests that future military competition will increasingly reward states capable
of integrating artificial intelligence, cyber capabilities, intelligence networks, autonomous
weapons, and electronic warfare into unified operational systems rather than simply expanding
conventional arsenals.

Consequently, the conflict demonstrates that future deterrence requires multidimensional
capabilities encompassing physical, cyber, informational, and cognitive domains
simultaneously.

Conclusion:

The twelve-day war fundamentally redefined the concept of modern warfare by demonstrating
that artificial intelligence, autonomous drones, cyber warfare, and hybrid operations have
become decisive determinants of military effectiveness and regional power competition.
Within the framework of Offensive Neorealism, Israel's technological superiority represents a
rational strategy for maximizing relative power and preserving regional dominance in an
anarchic international system. The conflict further confirms that emerging technologies reduce
the cost of offensive action while increasing operational precision, thereby intensifying
strategic competition among regional powers.

For Iran, the study concludes that maintaining effective deterrence requires a comprehensive
transformation of national defense strategy. Future security cannot rely exclusively on
conventional missile capabilities; instead, it demands substantial investment in indigenous

Artificial intelligence, autonomous drone technologies, integrated cyber defense, electronic
warfare, network-centric command systems, and resilient digital infrastructure.

Ultimately, the research concludes that redefining the battlefield through Al-enabled military
capabilities is no longer an optional modernization project but a strategic necessity. States that
fail to adapt to this technological transformation risk losing both military effectiveness and
strategic influence in future regional conflicts.
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