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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article type: The 12-Day Iran—Israel War (13-24 June 2025) was one of the most unprecedented
Research paper direct confrontations between the two sides. Initiated by Israel’s direct attack on
Iranian territory, the conflict targeted Iran’s national security and territorial
Received:22February sovereignty and became a vital concern for Iranian society. This study asks what role
2026. the war played in the formation and strengthening of national consensus in Iran and
which factors were most significant in this process. It hypothesizes that the shared
Revised: 21 April 2026. external threat, the revival of memories of the Iran—Iraq War, the dominant discourse
of resistance, and the active participation of citizens, particularly younger generations
Accepted: 24 May 2026. and Generation Z, contributed to social cohesion. This cohesion was not merely the

product of state policies but also resulted from voluntary public action alongside
Published: 26 June 2026. official institutions. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and draws on
official documents, media reports, and social reactions. Its theoretical framework is
Keywords: 12-Day Iran— based on the concepts of social capital and civic solidarity, allowing for an integrated

IsraelWar;Civic analysis of the roles of governmental institutions, shared historical memory, and
SolidarityNational voluntary participation. The findings indicate that the war activated new capacities for
Cohesion; Social Capital; social capital and national consensus and demonstrated that social cohesion can serve
Youth Generation as a strategic asset. The study concludes that security, economic, and social policies

should be designed to strengthen national cohesion during future crises.
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Introduction

The 12-day Iran—Israel war (23 Khordad—3 Tir 1404) was an unprecedented direct military confrontation that
transformed an external security threat into a national social and political issue. The conflict temporarily activated
social solidarity, collective identity, and public participation. This study examines whether this wartime solidarity
represented genuine national consensus or primarily a temporary, crisis-driven form of social cohesion.

Research Question
What role did the 12-day Iran—Israel war play in activating national consensus in Iran, and which social, historical,
and discursive factors contributed to this process?

Research Hypothesis

The study hypothesizes that the common external threat, collective historical memory of the Iran—Iraq War, the
discourse of resistance, and voluntary public participation—particularly among younger generations—activated
social solidarity and a temporary sense of shared destiny. However, these factors alone were insufficient to transform
crisis-driven solidarity into sustainable and institutionalized national consensus.

Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on official documents, media reports, and social
reflections in digital spaces. Its theoretical framework combines the concepts of social capital, institutional trust,
civic solidarity, and crisis-driven convergence. The study distinguishes between temporary consensus (crisis-driven
solidarity) and process-based/institutionalized consensus, arguing that horizontal social solidarity must be
accompanied by institutional trust, participatory governance, and mechanisms for managing social conflict in order
to produce sustainable national consensus.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the war activated significant forms of horizontal social solidarity and collective
identification. The external threat, shared historical memories, symbolic resources, and public participation created a
temporary convergence across parts of Iranian society. However, the evidence examined in the study suggests that
this convergence remained largely crisis-driven rather than becoming institutionalized national consensus. The main
limitation was the insufficient development of vertical trust between society and public institutions. Weak
institutional communication, limited participatory mechanisms, persistent social and political divisions, and the
failure to translate wartime solidarity into post-war institutional reforms contributed to the erosion of this temporary
cohesion. Thus, the study distinguishes between the activation of social capital during crisis and its long-term
institutionalization.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the 12-day war should be understood primarily as a moment of emergency activation of
social capital and crisis-driven solidarity, rather than as definitive evidence of sustainable national consensus.
Converting such temporary solidarity into durable consensus requires rebuilding public trust, strengthening
intermediary institutions and civic participation, recognizing social and political pluralism, improving government—
society communication, and creating institutional mechanisms capable of transforming moments of collective
solidarity into long-term social cohesion.

Keywords
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