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The cycle of political maneuvering and power-seeking in the media age should not
be understood as an uncalculated gamble. Rather, the increasing transparency of
the boundaries of social life has equipped citizens with an uninterrupted flow of
information, thereby dispelling the notion of an information society devoid of
informed citizens from democratic life. The hybrid media environment,
functioning simultaneously as a source of knowledge and an arena of power, has
transformed citizens from a condition of subjective deprivation and an
embarrassed, repentant, and heteronomous subjectivity into active selves endowed
with autonomy, thereby disrupting the intellectual seclusion of those in power. In
this sense, media, both as a dependent variable of power and as a holder of power,
have pushed back against the deficiencies of deferred knowledge in democratic
societies and equipped citizens with new forms of political agency.

Against the backdrop of this multi-world lifeworld, the question arises as to how
the media’s different modes of perceiving and pausing over events can contribute
to deepening the relationship between the represented and the representatives. As
a hypothesis, the amphibious nature of media has destabilized the cognitive
dominance of political elites and paved the way for the emergence of a citizenless
democracy and celebrity politics. Within the discursive arena of this radical
interpretation, the cognitive asymmetry between the two sides of the representative
cycle, coupled with the suspension of the communicative link between them, has
reduced the democratic chain of representation to a dialogue of the deaf. It is
precisely within this disruption of positions that a broader space emerges for the
rise of technological representative politics.

The central premise of this study is examined through the lens of substantive
representation theory, employing an analytical-explanatory methodology.




SRETRENS SlySa03 g 13 ok Sailed g oslaiz] Glaed

Introduction

In contemporary democratic governance, political representation serves as the primary institutional vehicle
translating the popular will into authoritative policy and public accountability. For decades, classical democratic
theory conceptualized representation through institutional intermediaries—principally political parties,
parliaments, and bureaucratic structures—operating under relatively stable communicative environments.
However, the exponential rise of the internet, interactive mass media, and algorithmic social networking
platforms has dramatically disrupted this equilibrium. Media are no longer merely passive conduits transmitting
political signals; they constitute an autonomous, structural domain—an “unthought” ontological reality—that
actively constructs, filters, and alters political meaning. In this emergent “neopolitics,” the cognitive dominance
of traditional political elites is radically challenged, shifting the axis of political authority toward individualized
visibility and digital telemetry. This profound transition invites critical inquiry into how communicative
mediation reframes the democratic steering capacity, the autonomy of legislative actors, and the core substantive
relationship binding electors to the elected.

Research Question

How does the distinctive perceptual and cognitive framing of socio-political events by modern media and social
networks reconfigure and reshape the chain of substantive representation linking citizens and political elites in
democratic life?

Research Hypothesis

The dual (“Janus-faced”) and decentralized architecture of digital media undermines the traditional cognitive
and institutional hegemony of political elites, thereby decentralizing the representational chain while
simultaneously facilitating the rise of celebrity politics, cognitive asymmetry, and “citizenless democracy”—
ultimately reducing substantive democratic discourse to a fragmented “dialogue of the deaf” in the absence of
robust normative and institutional constraints.

Methodology

o Methodology: The study employs a qualitative analytical-explanatory research methodology through
rigorous documentary and textual synthesis, drawing upon theoretical modeling, empirical comparative
electoral data, and conceptual analysis of 20th- and 21st-century political and communication
paradigms.

e  Theoretical Framework: The theoretical architecture is anchored primarily in Hanna Fenichel Pitkin’s
Theory of Political Representation (specifically Substantive Representation and representation as an
institutional accountability system), supplemented by:

1. The Fourfold Functional Model of Media (Educational, Analytical, Watchdog/Exculpatory,
and Transformative dynamics).

2. The Dual Theoretical Models of Political Media Effects: The Equalizer Model (Gibson et al.)
versus the Normalization Model (Margolis, Resnick, Druckman et al.), contextualized within
differing institutional and electoral systems (majoritarian vs. proportional representation).

3. The Paradigm of Neopolitics and Tele-Politics: Theorizing the structural shift toward
algorithmic feedback, data-driven political accountability, and technological mediation
(Tormey; Shpakovskaya).

Results and Discussion
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1. The Dual Function of Digital Mediation (Equalization vs. Normalization): The analysis reveals that
while digital platforms initially reduce barriers to political entry for minor parties and marginalized
grassroots actors (supporting the equalizer thesis), the empirical trajectory shows that mainstream,
well-funded political establishments systematically capture social media attention via sophisticated
algorithmic targeting and data infrastructure (validating the normalization thesis).

2. The Emergence of Neopolitics and Celebrity Representation: The digitization of electoral politics has
transformed political authority from institutional party fidelity to personalized charisma. Media
visibility data across European Parliament elections (surging from 0% in 1979 to 15% in 2009)
substantiate the ascent of “celebrity politicians” who bypass programmatic accountability in favor of
emotional and aesthetic engagement.

3. The Crisis of Substantive Representation and “Citizenless Democracy”:The structural transition toward
telemetry and automated polling has generated a paradoxical political environment: while citizens
appear hyper-connected, political communication has become structurally decoupled. Fragmented filter
bubbles produce cognitive polarization and communicative silos, culminating in what theorists identify
as a “dialogue of the deaf” and a “citizenless democracy” where citizens act as reactive online
consumers rather than deliberative sovereign agents.

Conclusion

The 21st-century representational matrix has undergone an ontological displacement: political representation has
transformed from an executive and institutional art into an automated, technological discipline. Although digital
platforms offer unprecedented tools for oversight, communicative agility, and horizontal dialogue, their
unregulated algorithmic proliferation poses existential challenges to deliberative democracy, civic cohesion, and
elite responsiveness. To prevent the further erosion of public trust and to restore the substantive fidelity of the
representational compact, any structural or regulatory intervention directed at media within the democratic arena
must be anchored in three inviolable normative imperatives: legality (clear, constitutional statutory boundaries),
legitimacy (grounded in democratic consensus and civic protection), and proportionality (balancing
informational freedom against societal harm).

Key Words

Social Media, Mass Media, Political Representation, Substantive Representation, Neopolitics, Citizenless
Democracy, Democratic Governance, Normalization Theory.
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I, Telepolitics

2, Accountability

3. Inquiry

4, Connectivity

°. One Size Fits Al

¢, Non-Citizen Democracy
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