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The Twelve-Day War of 2025 was one of the most significant security

and political events affecting contemporary Iran, generating considerable
social and political consequences. This study adopts a political sociology
perspective to examine the impact of the conflict on patterns of political
behavior, social cohesion, and state-nation relations in the Islamic Republic
of Iran. The central research question explores how the Twelve-Day War
influenced citizens’ political attitudes, perceptions of governmental
legitimacy, and the reconfiguration of the relationship between the state and
society.

The research is grounded in the theoretical framework of political

society, emphasizing the interaction between external security threats, social
solidarity, and political behavior. Employing a qualitative descriptive-
analytical approach, the study analyzes media discourse, political
commentaries, analytical reports, and the public positions of political elites
to identify dominate patterns in political and social responses during and
after the conflict.

The finding indicate that the war temporarily strengthened national
cohesion, reduced visible political polarization, and reinforced symbolic
support for the state during the period of external threat. However, these
effects proved to be largely contingent upon the exceptional circumstances
of the crisis. The persistence of structural challenges, declining social
capital, and limited institutional trust prevented the emergence of long-term
changes in political legitimacy and state-nation relations. The study
concludes that while external military threats may generate short-term
solidarity and conditional political support, they are insufficient to produce
enduring transformations in the relationship between the state and society
without sustained improvements in governance, institutional performance,
and public trust.
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Introduction

War has always been one of the most influential social and political phenomena affecting
the relationship between state and society. From the perspective of political sociology,
war is not merely a military confrontation; rather, it is a complex social process that can
transform patterns of political behavior, collective identity, social solidarity, and
perceptions of political legitimacy. External threats often create conditions in which
societies experience temporary unity, increased collective emotions, and stronger support
for political institutions. However, the sustainability of such solidarity depends on deeper
structural factors, including social capital, institutional trust, government performance,
and the historical experiences of citizens.

The twelve-day war of 1404 (2025/2026) represents one of the significant security and
political events in contemporary Iran, creating important consequences for domestic
social and political dynamics. Beyond its military and security dimensions, this conflict
provided an opportunity to examine the nature of the relationship between the state and
society in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Iranian society entered this crisis while already
experiencing various economic, social, and political challenges, including declining
institutional trust, generational changes, and growing social cleavages. Therefore, the
response of society to this war cannot be understood solely through the concept of
external threat; rather, it should be analyzed within the broader context of citizens’
perceptions of state legitimacy, effectiveness, and accountability.

The main argument of this study is that the twelve-day war generated a temporary form
of social cohesion and political convergence in Iranian society, but this solidarity
remained situational and symbolic rather than becoming a sustainable transformation in
state—society relations. The war temporarily reduced political tensions and strengthened
national identity-based narratives, yet it did not fundamentally resolve existing structural
challenges affecting public trust and political legitimacy. The study seeks to analyze how
war influenced political behavior, social solidarity, and the reconstruction of the state—
nation relationship in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Research Question
The central research question of this article is:

How did the twelve-day war of 1404 influence social solidarity, political behavior, and
the relationship between the state and society in the Islamic Republic of Iran?

The study also examines several related questions:

o To what extent did the external threat contribute to temporary political unity and
national solidarity?

« Did the war strengthen the political legitimacy of the state in Iranian society?

e Was public support during the crisis based on ideological loyalty, national
identity, or conditional political cooperation?



{L L Olallbo ::
Slaily g wlaw O
RaX¢ Lo Ol y! %)
N\ . -
gt et af,g,"v‘f/” > 4
148 e o lasi) 0399

—

o« Can the social cohesion created during wartime produce a long-term
transformation in state—society relations?

Research Hypothesis

The main hypothesis of this research is that the twelve-day war of 1404 temporarily
increased social solidarity and reduced political divisions in Iranian society by activating
national identity, collective emotions, and perceptions of external threat. However, due
to the continuation of structural problems, declining social capital, and existing
limitations in institutional trust, this temporary solidarity could not lead to a sustainable
increase in political legitimacy or a long-term reconstruction of the state—nation
relationship.

The research assumes that citizens’ responses during the war were characterized by
conditional political support rather than unconditional loyalty. In other words, parts of
Iranian society demonstrated support for national security and territorial integrity while
maintaining critical perspectives toward government performance and broader political
issues. Therefore, the war created a temporary convergence between state and society but
did not fundamentally alter the underlying patterns of their relationship.

Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative and descriptive-analytical methodology based on
political sociology. Since concepts such as political legitimacy, national solidarity,
political loyalty, and state—society relations are deeply connected to historical and social
contexts, a qualitative approach is more appropriate than statistical analysis.

The data were collected through documentary research, including the analysis of official
media narratives, political statements, public discourse, and analytical texts produced
during and after the twelve-day war. The selected materials were examined based on their
relevance to the research questions and their ability to reveal dominant and competing
interpretations of the crisis.

The study applies qualitative discourse analysis to identify major themes, meanings, and
political narratives surrounding the war. The analytical framework combines theories of
political sociology of war, state—nation relations, social solidarity, and political
legitimacy.

The theoretical foundation of the research is based on several perspectives. Charles Tilly’s
theory emphasizes the role of war in state formation and political mobilization. Michael
Mann highlights war as a source of state power but also argues that coercive capacity
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without legitimacy can weaken state—society relations. The concept of “Rally Around the
Flag,” introduced by John Mueller, explains how external threats can temporarily increase
public support for political institutions. Additionally, Hutchison’s theory of affective
communities demonstrates how collective emotions during crises contribute to temporary
solidarity. These theoretical perspectives provide a framework for analyzing the Iranian
case and understanding the short-term and long-term consequences of war.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the twelve-day war produced several important social and
political effects. First, the conflict generated a temporary increase in national solidarity.
During the initial phase of the crisis, narratives emphasizing territorial integrity, national
unity, and resistance against external threats became dominant in public discourse.
Political differences were partially marginalized, and a sense of shared vulnerability
contributed to collective identification.

However, this solidarity was mainly reactive and situational. The research findings
suggest that wartime unity was not necessarily based on institutional trust or deep political
consensus. Instead, it was primarily shaped by common perceptions of external danger.
As the immediate threat decreased, previous political and social disagreements gradually
returned. Therefore, the war functioned as a mechanism of temporary cohesion rather
than a source of permanent social integration.

Second, the war affected perceptions of political legitimacy. During the crisis, the state’s
role in maintaining security and managing emergency conditions became more visible.
This contributed to a temporary strengthening of functional legitimacy, as citizens
evaluated the government according to its ability to protect national interests and manage
uncertainty. Nevertheless, this increase in legitimacy remained limited because it was not
accompanied by broader improvements in accountability, economic conditions, or
institutional trust.

Third, the study demonstrates that political loyalty during the war was characterized by
conditional support. Many social reactions reflected a distinction between loyalty to the
country and evaluation of government policies. Citizens could support national defense
while simultaneously maintaining critical views toward political institutions. This
indicates a transformation in patterns of political behavior, where loyalty is increasingly
based on evaluation and political calculation rather than unconditional acceptance.

Finally, the research shows that the war temporarily redefined the relationship between
state and society. The state assumed the role of crisis manager, while society responded
through limited and conditional cooperation. However, this new relationship lacked
institutional foundations and gradually returned to previous patterns after the crisis. The
war therefore acted as a temporary interruption in existing state—society dynamics rather
than a turning point producing structural change.
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Conclusion
This study concludes that the twelve-day war of 1404 had significant but limited effects
on the relationship between the state and society in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The
conflict created a temporary atmosphere of solidarity, strengthened national identity
narratives, and increased conditional political cooperation. However, these developments
did not result in a fundamental transformation of political legitimacy or state—society
relations.

The findings confirm the main hypothesis that short-term security crises can generate
temporary unity but cannot independently create sustainable trust and political cohesion.
Long-term improvement in the relationship between state and society requires deeper
structural factors, including stronger institutional accountability, improved governance,
increased public participation, and the reconstruction of social trust.

From the perspective of political sociology, the twelve-day war should therefore be
understood not as a permanent transformation of Iranian political relations but as a
moment of crisis that revealed both the capacity and limitations of social solidarity in
contemporary Iran. The experience demonstrates that national unity during external
threats depends not only on security concerns but also on the long-term quality of
interaction between citizens and political institutions.

Key Words
Political Sociology; Twelve-Day War; State—Nation Relations; Social Solidarity;
Political Legitimacy; Political Loyalty; Social Capital; Islamic Republic of Iran.
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